J. Patrice Caflin Kaluza
March 17, 1957 - April 25, 2019

J. Patrice Caflin Kaluza, 62, passed away unexpectedly at her home in Corolla, North
Carolina on Thursday, April 25, 2019. Born March 17, 1957, in Philadelphia, PA, she
attended St. Jane Frances DeChantal School and Notre Dame High School in Easton, PA.
She was selected in a statewide competition to attend the Governor’s School for the Arts
at Bucknell University, and she was later asked to return as an instructor because of her
exceptional musical talents.
She enrolled at Chestnut Hill College, Philadelphia, PA where she met her future
Husband, William Kaluza from nearby University of Pennsylvania. They knew within
weeks after their first date they would one day be married, but they waited for Patrice to
earn her B.S. in Music Education and Voice before they married on August 11, 1979.
While living in Harrisburg, PA, Patrice created a new music curriculum at St. Margaret
Mary School, taught instrumental and choral classes, formed a Handbell Choir and tutored
an exceptional child. She also delivered her first-born son, Patrick.
When she and William moved to Damascus, Maryland in 1982, Patrice established the
Damascus Music Conservatory for private instruction of voice, orchestral instruments, and
theater arts while establishing comprehensive theater arts programs at Holy Cross School
and St. Elizabeth School in Rockville, MD. She co-founded the Damascus Theatre
Company for which she served as Executive Director and for which she co-wrote and
directed the historical musical, “On The Road To Damascus” with a cast of more than 80
actors. During this time, she delivered three additional babies: Marilauren, Jacquelyn and
Gregory.
After moving to Raleigh, NC in 1996, Patrice joined St. Francis of Assisi choir and
participated in the design of The Franciscan School. When the School opened in 2000,
she served as the first Band Director and established the Barclay Youth Ensemble through
her private studio, Barclay Conservatory of Music.
During this time, she performed in the a cappella group, Synergy, and founded SeaSound

Entertainment, the entertainment agency through which she represented several hundred
U.S. and international musicians and performers, including several acts from Las Vegas.
She toured with Stars of The Lawrence Welk Show and earned her C.P.A.E. (Certified
Performing Artist Executive) degree through NAPAMA.
Patrice formed two bands that performed for weddings, fairs, corporate events and special
events: Lady &The Tramps which specialized in Oldies from the 1940s through the 1990s,
and The Barclay Quartet which specialized in ballroom dance music.
She was an active member of North Carolina Presenters Consortium, a member of the
Association Executives of North Carolina, the International Special Events Society, the
Music Educators National Conference, the National Pastoral Musicians Association, the
Music Federation of America and the North American Performing Arts Managers and
Agents Association.
Also a talented artist, she created magnificent artwork from shells, driftwood, sea fans and
other sea life that she sold through her businesses, Sea Treasure by Patrice and
Kaleidoscope Baby. Eager to visit her favorite location on the Outer Banks of North
Carolina, she was happiest when enjoying the beach surrounded by her extended family.
Her ultimate achievement was the recording of her vocal CD, “At Last,” for which she
collaborated with Orchestral Conductor, Todd Sullivan of New York City and Multiple
Emmy Award Winner, Arranger & Composer, Lanny Meyers of New York City.
Recognized throughout the entertainment industry as a talented vocalist and multiinstrumentalist, she believed in treating others fairly, educating future artists, supporting
other performers and using her many talents to bring joy to the elderly, to the sick and to
school students.
Through her musical instruction, she was a positive force in the lives of hundreds of
children who often sought her assistance not only for musical instruction but also to
navigate the challenges in their lives. As a Mother, she was a role model for boldly
accepting new challenges, defending the rights of those with disabilities, treating others as
she hoped to be treated, and living life joyfully with love for all and devotion to family. To
her friends, she was a loving spirit who truly cared about their personal needs and
happiness. To strangers in need, she was a generous financier of their desperate needs.
Patrice is preceded in death by her father, James A. Caflin and her mother, Mary Ellen
Kempsey Caflin. She is survived by her husband of forty years, William Kaluza; her four

children, Patrick (Doria), Marilauren (Joseph), Jacquelyn and Gregory, all of Raleigh, NC;
grandchildren, Catherine, Elizabeth and Charles; sister, Jayne (Peter); and several stepsiblings, cousins, nieces and nephews.
The family will receive friends and relatives on Thursday, May 2, 2019 from 6:00 p.m. to
8:00 p.m. at Renaissance Funeral Home, 7615 Six Forks Road, Raleigh, NC. A Funeral
Mass will be held at 11:00 a.m. on Friday, May 3, 2019 at St. Francis of Assisi Church,
11401 Leesville Road, Raleigh, NC with a reception immediately following in Founders
Hall of the Church where we will celebrate her life as Patrice had requested through music
provided by some of the artists she represented and humorous stories from her many
friends.
Donations in her name can be made to the Corolla Chapel building fund at
www.corollachapel.com.

Events
MAY
2

Viewing and Visitation06:00PM - 08:00PM
Renaissance Funeral Home and Cremation
7615 Six Forks Rd, Raleigh, NC, US, 27615

MAY
3

Funeral Mass

11:00AM

St. Francis of Assisi R.C. Church
11401 Leesville Road, RALEIGH, NC, US, 27613

Comments

“

Love and prayers for the entire Kaluza family. Marilauren, I pray for comfort for you
and the kids during the loss of your mom. Love you! Crystal

Crystal Wilder - May 07 at 10:21 PM

“

Crystal Wilder lit a candle in memory of J. Patrice Caflin Kaluza

Crystal Wilder - May 07 at 10:16 PM

“

I hosted a panel with Patrice at the NC Festival Association Conference last year.
She was sweet, full of knowledge, and charisma. A true joy to get to know! My
thoughts and prayers are with the family

Abby Lee Carter - May 03 at 04:19 PM

“

Will never forget the magic. ...... and sometimes silly times we spent together. She
had the biggest heart and I will never forget her beauty, creativity and talents. Rest in
peace my beautiful friend til we meet again......

Louisa - May 03 at 10:02 AM

“

Bill, Steve and I were so sorry to hear about Patrice’s passing. Our thoughts and
prayers to you and your family. Barbara Schick

Barbara Schick - May 02 at 05:39 PM

“

5 files added to the album Memories Album

Tom Cruz - May 02 at 09:36 AM

“

Cathy and Peter Schofield purchased the Country Basket Blooms for the family of J.
Patrice Caflin Kaluza.

Cathy and Peter Schofield - May 01 at 07:59 PM

“

John and Margot Dashe and Joe and Kyra Dashe purchased the Pink Tribute Spray
for the family of J. Patrice Caflin Kaluza.

John and Margot Dashe and Joe and Kyra Dashe - April 30 at 10:58 PM

“

I am so saddened to hear about Patrice's passing. I worked with her in the
presenter/agent relationship and found her to always be personable and helpful and
kind. Condolences are sent to her beloved family. May you find comfort in your
beautiful memories and in time may your tears turn to smiles.

Deb Baker
deb - April 30 at 03:10 PM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Judith "Patrice" Kaluza.

April 30 at 09:51 AM

“

Patrice and I attended Chestnut Hill College many years ago. I do believe they were
the best years of my life. We met up together a few years ago and we took my
granddaughter Samantha for a tour of “THE HILL”. We told her all the silly things we
did. She told me afterwards that she wants to go to the same college her Grammy
and Patrice attended. I really believe she liked the dinner trays used as sleds in the
snow.
My family is sending prayers to Patrice’s husband , children and grandchildren. Just
want to say til we meet again my beautiful, wonderful friend, Rest In Peace.

Linda Barrett - April 29 at 07:35 PM

“

Jeannette G. purchased a sympathy card for the family of Judith "Patrice" Kaluza.

Jeannette G. - April 29 at 07:08 PM

“

Jim & Marieta Snow purchased the Heavenly Heights Bouquet for the family of Judith
"Patrice" Kaluza.

Jim & Marieta Snow - April 29 at 02:21 PM

“

Patrice and Bill were newlyweds when he started working at STSC. She used to
bring in his lunch on a regular basis. Then she was pregnant and still bringing is
lunch, but not quite so often. Then she came with a baby and lunch. Finally, she had
a little child trotting along beside her and it was even less often. I don't think she ever
came in with two children. I was always so impressed that she brought lunch to Bill.

Pat Buteux - April 29 at 11:18 AM

“

Beautiful Heart Bouquet was purchased for the family of Judith "Patrice" Kaluza.

April 27 at 02:41 PM

